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DISCLAIMER

This newsletter includes claim prevention techniques that are designed to minimize the likelihood of being sued for legal
malpractice. The material presented does not establish, report, or create the standard of care for attorneys. The articles do not
represent a complete analysis of the topics presented and readers should conduct their own appropriate legal research.

IN BRIEF
TO OUR MEMBERS
FROM THE CHAIR

The full text of the Professional Liability Fund
Policies and Procedures Task Force Summary of
Findings and Recommendations is published on
page 9 of this issue of In Brief. The report, issued
after an exhaustive study of PLF operations, makes a
series of recommendations to �make an excellent
system even better.� The PLF agrees with the
recommendations and has already adopted most of
them.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to the members of
the Task Force: Chair Payton Smith, Don
Marmaduke, Paul Fortino, Martha Walters and Ted
Runstein. They spent countless hours reviewing and
evaluating all aspects of the claims department.  We
are gratified that they gave our unique program high
marks for providing protection of the public while
assuring quality representation of Oregon lawyers.
We greatly appreciate the guidance the Task Force
provided and believe that it will help us reach the
next level of excellence.

Much of the credit for the PLF�s excellent overall
performance goes to Director of Claims, Bruce Schafer,
and to all of the claims attorneys and defense panel
members whose professionalism provide a benchmark
in the legal community.  Finally, our former CEO, Kirk
Hall, merits special thanks for his unparalleled
guidance of the Fund over the past 13 years.

We are in the process of hiring a new CEO, and
in the interim I will work closely with the PLF's
Interim Executive Committee (Tom Cave, Chief
Financial Officer; Jeffrey Crawford, Director of
Administration; Barbara S. Fishleder, Director of
Loss Prevention; and Bruce Schafer, Director of
Claims) to ensure the smooth and effective operation
of the PLF. In addition, the OSB Board of Governors

and PLF Board of Directors have recently agreed on
changes that will strengthen our communication.

Twenty-two years ago, the Oregon State Bar
embarked on a one-of-a-kind experiment in malpractice
coverage. Today, the Task Force Report has confirmed
the wisdom of that decision. The Professional Liability
Fund is grateful for all of your support.

Thomas C. Peachey, Chairperson
Professional Liability Fund
Board of Directors


